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RUMSEY HOUSE (Residence) 
Last surviving Building of Old 

Joppa, Maryland. 

i 3   o o * 

OMSHJ The Maryland-Virginia Joint-Stock 
Land Bank, Kunsey Building, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

DATE  Qg ERECTION! about 1720 Jind 1768. 

ARCHITECTt Unknown. 

BUILDER; 

PRESENT CONDITION; 

Unknown. 

Good. 

NUMBER OF STORIES: Two stories and an attic. 

MATERIALS  OF CONSTRUCTION) Brick, (stone cellar walls under porch), 
wood interior construction, wood shingle 
roof covered by composition. 

OTHER EXISTING RECORDS: "History of Baltimore City and County" 
(chapter V)     J.  Thomas  Scharf    1881. 

"Early Manor and Plantation Houses of 
Maryland"    (page 132)    Henry Chandlee 
Forman    1934. 

"Local Institutions of Maryland"    Lewis 
7/. Wilhelm, Ph.D. Johns Hopkins Universi- 
ty- 

Land Records. 

"The Chesapeake Bay Country"    Swwpson 
Earle     li>34     (page 247) 
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HISTORICAL DATAt 

"Taylors Ghoice" was granted March 4, 1661 to John Taylor, 
one of the Commissioners of Baltimore County. It appears next in 
the records in 1707 when the Assembly directed an earlier site for 
the County Seat of Baltimore County be "deserted, and in lieu there- 
of fifty acres to be erected into a town on a tract of land on the 
same river (the Gunpowder) "belonging to Anne Felks, and called 'Tay- 
lors Choice*, and the court house to be built there." Work was at 
once begun, streets were laid out, and the Court House was in course 
of construction, when the §ueen dissented to the act. In 1712, a 
new act was passed fixing the County Court at the house built on Tay- 
lors Choice "in the Town of Joppa." In 1724 an act recites that* 

"The inhabitants of Baltimore County have made to appear to 
this Assembly that a publick court-house and prison have been erec- 
ted at Joppa, in the said county, at their expence, and that the right 
of the land is in a minor, under the age of twenty-one years, who (al- 
though his father, Col- James Maxwell, hath received full satisfaction 
for the said land) cannot convey the same. It then proceeds to enact 
"that the land already alloted for the building of a court-house and 
prison shall be and remain to the use cf the said county forever, any 
law, usage, defect, or other thing to the contrary notwithstanding." 
(In 1719 Taylors Choice had been resurveyed for Col. James Maxwell.) 
In 1724, twenty acres were purchased and laid out "into forty equal 
lots, erected into a town, bo as the public buildings, aforesaid be in- 
cluded within the twenty acres aforesaid, and that the same lots shall 
be laid out so as not to affect the buildings.and improvements of Col. 
James Maxwell* or his son, already made at the ilaoe aforesaid." Joppa 
was thus laid out into forty lots of half an acre each, exclusive of 
the one acre lot set aside for the use of 3t. John*s parish Church, and 
was divided by Court Street and Church Street running east and west, 
and Low Street and High Street running nearly north and south.  The lots 
were offered at one pound seven shillings each to be paid to Col. James 
Maxwell. By the terms of the Act of Assembly, the owner of the land 
(who had previously received three pounds per acre for his land) was to 
have the first choice in the selection of lots. 

"fHo. 23) July the eight, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 

•* 
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six, comes Col* James Maxwell (the owner of and person interested 
in the said land) and makes choice of the lot {Nc. 2o) which he desires 
may be entered in his name, which is hereby accordingly done at the re- 
quest aforesaid and risque of the same James Maxwell. On the same day (July 
8th) Asaell Maxwell, son of Ool. James Maxwell, took up lot Uo. 24." 

■ L, 

Some of the princijiB^ features of the town emerge, including the 
church and the court r.ouse property, the streets and the two lots belonging 
to trie Maxwells.  Joppa was the County Seat of Baltimore County from 1712 
to 1768. 

"Within its borders were the County Court House, the Chapel, the 
County's Prison, several Inns and a number of commodious warehouses and 
stately mansions.  In its harbor were vessels from New England, the V/est 
Indies and parts of -vurope.  It became the seat of social and civil life 
of the county and cf the adjoining* hundreds and parishes, and being loca- 
ted upon the public highway leading to the northern colonies, it became a 
well-known resort for travelers and merchants; but owing to the indiffer- 
ence of Its citizens, the faulty form of local government, the jealousies 
cf its neighbors, the enterprise of the inhabitants of neighboring towns, 
the glories of Joppa faded away, and its candlestick was removed to the 
little settlement (Baltimore) located on the Patapsco River, sixteen miles 
to the southwest. When Whitfield visited Joppa in 1759 ne saw the town in 
its decline.  He calls it a "little town." V/ithin a half century after the 
visit of the great evangelist, Joppa had passed into the list of "deserted" 
towns, and has since become so desolate as to make its site an enigma. 
Baltimore County haj many "Joppa roads" traversing it, but it is only late- 
ly that the convergent point of ihese ro^ds has been ascertained. The des- 
truction of the town has been complete.  Its warehouses have rotted away, 
its wharves have disappeared, its harbor has become filled with alluvial 
deposits, its streets have been turned into plowed fields. TTpon its very 
Bita have capped the Indiana and in the ruins of the silent town they have 
kindled their oamp firea from the rotten timbers of its fallen houses. A 
few neglected grave stones* several heaps of briok and rubbish and & soli- 
tary mansion, belonging to one of the oldest families in the state, are 
about all that remains of the once famous seaport town of Provincial Mary- 
land. One inscription of remarkable simplicity upon a substantial, well- 
preserved monument, tells in brief the commercial story of the now deser- 
ted town: "Mr. David McCulloh, merchant in Joppa." 
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In 1745 Col. Maxwell bought the Church property 
for 1S0O lbs. of tobacco; In 1773 Benjamin Rumsey who 
had come to Harford County from Cecil County bought from 
the County Commissioners the Court House property for 
eighty pounds. Mr. Kirk Brown in the Maryland Historical 
Magazine, $4-page 334 quotes an agreement made in 1709 
with Col. James Maxwell to build a court house at Joppa— 
"From the specification it appears that it was to be 35ft. 
long by 24ft. wide; to have two stories with rooms for the 
Grand and Petit Jurors and the clerk in the second floor. 
It was to be completed "with all expenditures" and to cost 
125000 lbs. of tobacco." 

In 1768 Benjamin Rumsey married the widow of Col. 
James Maxwell. He would thus come into possession of the 
Maxwell property.  Later on he was to oome into possession 
of the entire tract ty  purchase- He died in 1808 and left 
his property to his three grandchildren Charles, Mary, and 
Emelia with their father, Henry of New York as guardian. 
Charles who inturn came into the Joppa Farm left it to his 
three children John, Mary and Margaret.  In the division of 
the property after his death the land passed out of the Rum- 
sey family. 

A local legend has it that the existing house at 
Jo-ppa was the old court house.  The writer measured the dis- 
tance between the house and the tomb of Mr. David McCulloh; 
and the foundationtstill visible in the field nearby.  These 
distances were drawn out to the same scale as the map of the 
old town showing the forty lots; the courthouse, the church 
property and the old streets.  It was assumed that the tomb 
was in the old church acre, and that the existing long straight 
lane marked the old Hif?h Street, leading to the Court House. 
This super-position placed the Farm house not on the court 

house property but across the line between lots #23 and £24 
the ones taken respectively by Col. Maxwell and his son Asaell 
in July 8, 1726.  The dimensions of the Farm House do not a- 
gree with the specified dimensions of the court house in the 
Maxwell agreement of 1709.  Now as Benjamin Rumsey married 
the widow Maxwell in 1763 and as the town was laid out under 
the aofc of 1724 the improvements belonging to Col. Maxwell 
were not to be interfered with, it is thought that Col. Max- 
well built the existing house after 1719 when he took up the 
land and that Rumsey came into possession by marrieage. 
Judge Ritchie says (Maryland Historical Magazine #1 - page 
10$) 
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"My own impression is that, as it originally stood, it was 
"built fcy Col. James Maxwell ."bout 1720, and constituted part of his 
improvements which were not to be interfered with in laying out the 
town under the .Act of 1724 and was then enlarged,"by a second story 
when  Ool. Rumsey occupied it about 1771." Sophia's Dairy a Hall Es- 
tate about 10 miles "by road from Joppa (HABS Uo. JM. 8} was built in 
1763 the year of Rumsey's Marriage.  The details of finish in many 
Cases are identical with corresponding ones ii J6ppa.  It is thought 
that tnis is more th';n a coincidence and hat one workman made the de- 
tails with the same tools.  This might confirm Judge Ritchie's opinion 
t at Benjamin Rumsey adOed a second story to tne Maxwell house at Joppa, 
and it might account for the fact that the seco d story of the Joppa 
house is rive inches higher than the first.  But the writer inclines to 
the belief that tne house was built by Col. Maxwell about 1720 as a two 
story house and about J.768 when Judge Rumsey married the wid w Maxwell 
he modernized it b- new interior finish. 

To account for the original design of the house is even more 
puzzling. A single brick course projects under the second story win- 
dow sills. From this cours to the grade the brick work has been stuccoed, 
but in tne attic over the kitchen this brick work can still be seen. 
The courses occurring from the brick projecting course to the heads of 
the first floor windows are rougn.  Just above the ne:-.ds of the first 
floor windows there still remains the cut; ends of the- joists 'thr^e ;nid 
one half by two a d one h^if, 2' - 2" on center.) 

The photugraph published on page 247 of Swepso . Earles*, "The 
Chesapeake ^ay Country" shews the main house before it was stuccoed and 
the cut joists are easily seen along the north facade. 

Under the existing porch floor is a cellar with stone wails and 
a chirrrrey foundation at tne east end-  This cel..ar does not touch tne foun- 
dations of tno main house nor is it under tho kitchen.  The occupantJ of 
the house say that at unusually high tides water comes into the old cellar, 
and is not usable.  The west wail of the present kitchen* removed by three 
fe«.t from the east wail of the aouse, is of frame. 

Be^u^^Q^-iV.^ "~nw. 
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It   is   thought bt.   this writer that at  one time  the  kitchen was  smaller and 
over the old cellar;  that  it was a separate building three  feet away from 
the main house  and  that the main house had a  sloping pent roof cf Germaij- 
town hood between the  -windows of  the first and second, story around the four 
sides.     This  is a net if met  with  in Pennsylvania,   "ew Jersey  and Delaware 
among German and Dutch settlers*     "ow Harford County is next  tc Cecil Coun- 
ty ar.d Cecil County  is   the   rnly County   in Maryland Tidewater where  there 
were  any number cf German  settlers. 

(Today  the farm is  reached,   from t.ie  main  thoroughfares  north and 
south which are farther west above  the  tidal streams,  throughAscruo Models. 
In  the early 18th century  the main route through Maryland,   north and south, 
crossed the Gunpowder river by ferry from Taylors* Mount "through Joppa. 
Today tflfi city lots are level fields full of truck produce  for the city 
markets.     The place seems  very remote  except   for the  almost  incessant drone 
of passing airplanes and   the rumble of  trains  over the   two  long Gunpowder 
bridges. 


